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ELECTION 2017 


READY, 
SET, VOTE 


New Jersey constituents head to polling places 
today to pick their first new governor in eight years 


Democratic gubernatorial candidate Phil Murphy holds a rally Mon- 
day with members of the Asian-American community in Edison. 

Today’s election concludes a five-month contest featuring Democrat Phil Murphy and Republican Kim Gua- 
dagno, a race that has been colored by criticism of the incumbent, Chris Christie; questions about President 
Donald Trump; loads of money, arguments over the state’s notoriously high property taxes and controversial 
comments about immigration. Voters will also elect local mayors, legislators and board of education mem- 


bers and weigh in on how the state spends money on libraries and uses funds from environmental lawsuits. 


Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno, the GOP hopeful, greets people Monday at a 
dinerin Randolph. Photos by Seth Wenig, Associated Press 


How to vote 
> Polls are open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


» You must be registered to vote to cast a ballot today. The deadline 


to register has already passed for this election. 


> You can check whether you're registered at the Department of State’s 


Division of Elections website, njelections.org. 


For results 
Follow nj.com/elections 


More inside, Pages 2-3 
> Racist flyers part of rise in bias rhetoric, groups say. 


» Attorney general deploying 250 lawyers to monitor 
polling places. 
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Threats 
sent before 
church 
massacre 


The military says it failed 
to notify FBI of gunman’s 
domestic abuse history 


Jim Vertuno, Will Weissert 
and Paul J. Weber Associated Press 


The gunman who killed 26 people at a 
small-town Texas church had a history of 
domestic violence and sent threatening 
text messages to his mother-in-law, a mem- 
ber of the congregation, before the attackin 
which he fired at least 450 rounds at help- 
less worshippers, authorities said Monday. 

A day after the deadliest mass shooting 
in state history, the military acknowledged 
that it did not submit the shooter’s criminal 
history to the FBI, as required by the Penta- 
gon. If his past offenses had been properly 
shared, they would have prevented him 
from buying a gun. 

Investigators also revealed that depu- 
ties had responded to a domestic violence 
call in 2014 at Devin Patrick Kelley’s home 
involving a girlfriend who became his sec- 
ond wife. Later that year, he was formally 
ousted from the Air Force for a 2012 assault 
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Senator’s fate with jury 


After a nine-week trial in Newark, seven 
women and five men began deliberations 
on Monday in the federal corruption case 
against Sen. Robert Menendez. Page 5 


WASHINGTON 


Critics: GOP tax plan a ‘toxic stew’ for N.J. 


More than 1 in 4 residents would see a 
hike under capped-deduction proposal 


Jonathan D. Salant For The Star-Ledger 


The Republican tax plan backed by President Donald 
Trump would smack New Jersey residents and drive busi- 
nesses out of the Garden State, critics said Monday. 

More than one in four New Jersey residents, or 27 per- 
cent, would face tax hikes under Republican legislation that 
sharply curtails the federal deduction for state and local 
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taxes, according to a study released Monday. That’s a higher 
percentage than in all but two states. 

The bill drew opposition from the New Jersey Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“This proposal is exactly what we do not need at this 
time,” Chamber of Commerce President Tom Bracken said. 

The Fitch Ratings agency warned that New Jersey and 
other high-tax states “would be more affected and may have 
less tolerance for higher taxes going forward” under the leg- 
islation that ends the deduction for state and local income 
and sales taxes and caps it for property taxes. 

“The House tax plan remains a toxic stew for New Jersey, 
with special breaks that are overwhelmingly tilted to the top 
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and more than one in four Garden State households facing a 
tax hike,” said Jon Whiten, vice president of New Jersey Pol- 
icy Perspective, a progressive research group. 

Only two other states, Maryland and California, would see 
a greater percentage of their residents facing a tax increase 
under the GOP legislation, according to the study by the 
Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, a progressive 
research group. 

The findings were released as the House Ways and Means 
Committee began debating legislation that would eliminate 
or reduce the state and local tax break. 

“The tax code is rife with loopholes and complicated 
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